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Apart   from   these   implicit   consequences   of  establishing European unity in capitalist forms, under the leadership of an imperialist country and with due regard for the needs of an eventual war-economy, the New Order had, certainly, specific features conditioned by the fascist forms in which its imperialist leadership had been established within  the leading country. Transfer of non-German workers, preferably from industries that had to be closed down in the interest of intra-continental war-economy,1 was combined with transfer of skilled German workers to key positions in the occupied countries.    Such a procedure, as well as agricultural colonisation by " defence peasants ",2 served the double purpose of securing the German hold on the occupied countries, and the Nazi hold on all aspirants after lucrative jobs within Germany herself.    If the twofold position of the foreign workers in Germany, and the German foremen, etc.,  in  occupied  countries,   is  taken  into  consideration,   all the phraseology about the alleged cc racial superiority of the Germans " loses much of the mysticism in which it is necessarily enveloped so long as the alleged superiority of a hypothetical " Nordic race " is used to justify only an internal class-relation, namely the superiority of the not always long-skulled and fair employer, the " leader of the enterprise ", over his workers or " followers", to use the terms of the German <c Law for the Ordering of National Labour " of 1933.   The concrete, brutally oppressive forms in which the imperialist organisation of continental Europe has been achieved are the outcome of the political framework within which this has been done, namely against the German Labour movement and against the national resistance of the subjected countries, in the immediate neighbourhood of the U.S.S.R, and during the preparations for a war against it.   This framework is now being broken, but still the Pan-European Utopia remains.    So it may be worth while to investigate whether some specifically oppressive forms of the Nazi regime apart, imperialist organisation of the " European space " can work in any other than an oppressive way,
1 See Einzig, op. cit.^ p. 42.
* See above, p. 456, and Duff, op, rit., pp. 240 ff. By far the largest amount of German miKtary colonisation has been done in Czechoslovakia and Poland. Internal German propaganda invited the German youth to join the Waffen-SS as the first step towards the career of the " defence peasant "? and emphasis seems to lie rather on the first than on the second part of this description. The perspective of becoming" a " defence peasant" seems to attract to the special army of the regime a large number of people not of middle-class origin, who cannot expect service in the SS to form a step'towards the higher hierarchy within the regime itself, as it was regarded during the first years of Nazi rule.